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Abstract. Against the backdrop of the intensifying aging of the population in China, rural
areas, as traditional family-oriented societies, the marital status and marital quality of the
younger generation have already become important factors influencing the happiness of
elderly people. This study delved into Guangshan County, Henan Province, and collected 26
interview materials and 440 questionnaires through questionnaire surveys and on-site
interviews. Using methods such as the multiple Logistic regression model and case analysis,
empirical studies reveal that there is a notable inverse relationship between rural elderly
individuals' perception of their children's marriage squeeze and their subjective well - being.
The offspring's marriage squeeze reduces the subjective well-being of elderly people
through four pathways: increasing parental transfer payments, reducing offspring's support
for the elderly, decreasing emotional support, and reducing social participation, thus
harming the subjective well-being of elderly people.

Keywords:  Perception of Offspring's Marriage Squeeze, Subjective Well-being of Elderly
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1. Introduction

Population aging has become a common challenge faced by countries worldwide. Among them, the
process of aging in China is particularly rapid. It can be seen that in the new journey of building a
modern socialist country in all respects, how to improve the quality of life and subjective well-being
of the elderly population has become an important issue in the field of people's livelihood in China.

However, the problem of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation in rural areas poses a
serious threat to the well-being of elderly people. In an ideal situation, the successful marriage of
children can not only bring emotional satisfaction to elderly people but also reduce the living burden
on their parents through the stable development of the younger generation's families, enabling
elderly people to "enjoy a good life". In recent years, however, issues such as the chaotic marriage
market, negative social public opinion, and the increasing burden of intergenerational economic
support have become more and more prominent, continuously weakening the subjective well-being
of the elderly.
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2. Literature review

2.1. Research on marriage squeeze

After entering the 21st century, scholars have found that the formation mechanism of marriage
squeeze has become increasingly complex: new factors such as the solidification of the traditional
marriage pattern, the rapid increase in the divorce rate and remarriage rate, and the large-scale
outflow of rural women[1]have continuously emerged.

Regarding the impacts and consequences, on the macro - scale, the marriage squeeze can impede
productivity, efficiency, and economic advancement. It can undermine the overall social and
population welfare, and also impinge on the sustainable development of China's population and
society[2].At the micro level, there is an independent and significant negative relationship between
marriage squeeze and the quality of life of rural men, increasing the incidence of suicidal ideation
among rural men.

In terms of index measurement, at the macro level, Tuljapurkar used the potential male-female
ratio at first marriage to measure the scale. Subsequently, Chen [3]created indices such as the
relative sex ratio, the single-sex ratio, and the proportion of singles and the unmarried. At the micro
level, many studies use whether a person is over 28 years old and unmarried to measure marriage
squeeze[1].

2.2. Research on subjective well-being

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development regards subjective well-being as an
important dimension of the quality of life and defines it as "a favorable psychological state
encompassing every positive and negative assessment people conduct about their lives, as well as
the emotional responses that people have to their experiences".

Subjective well-being is a sense of pleasure generated when people make subjective evaluations
of their quality of life and life values. It not only affects people's physical and mental health but also
serves as an important indicator for measuring a country's welfare level[4].

In the field of subjective well-being measurement, scholars at home and abroad have developed
multiple influential scale systems. Currently, the Satisfaction with Life Scale (SWLS) published by
Diener et al. in 1985, and the Subjective Well-being Scale for Urban Residents in China compiled by
domestic scholar Xing Zhanjun have a relatively far-reaching influence.

In terms of influencing factors, scholars mainly discuss from two levels: micro and macro.
Among them, micro-level studies have shown that individual characteristics such as gender, age,
marital status, health status, and income level have a decisive impact on residents' happiness[5]
[6].Macro factors include income inequality, social equity, environmental regulation, government
size, etc.

3. Theoretical analysis

3.1. Perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation

Based on the above theoretical analysis and elaboration, the perception of the marriage squeeze of
the younger generation has an important impact on the subjective well-being of elderly people. From
the perspective of the rural population structure, Du Jiao pointed out that more and more rural
women are flowing into cities and choosing to marry urban men with stronger economic strength,
thus intensifying the marriage pressure on rural male families. In terms of the economic situation,
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for rural families with poor economic conditions, the parent generation may feel frustrated and
powerless due to the worry that their offspring may find it difficult to attract suitable partners with
their own capital accumulation, causing them to be in a state of anxiety for a long time. Based on the
theory of intergenerational responsibility, the intergenerational responsibility in rural marriages is
mainly manifested as the one-sided responsibility and obligation of the parent generation towards
the marriage of the offspring, that is, helping the offspring prepare necessary items for marriage such
as a wedding house and betrothal gifts.

This paper believes that the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation will
hurt the subjective well-being of elderly people. Therefore, the following hypothesis is put forward:

H1: The perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation has a significant negative
impact on the subjective well-being of elderly people.

3.2. Economic support effect

Parents provide support such as care, upbringing, and education to their children when they are
young, hoping to receive care and rewards from their children when they are old.

However, in the context of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation, the balanced
relationship of family intergenerational support is broken, showing a trend of weakened upward
support and increased downward responsibility, which has multiple negative impacts on the
subjective well-being of elderly people. On the one hand, influenced by factors such as the marriage
squeeze, high betrothal gifts are difficult to curb[7], the marriage cost is constantly rising, and the
resource expenditure required by children to meet their own marriage needs increases, increasing the
overall economic pressure on the family. On the other hand, in the context of the marriage squeeze
of the younger generation, the surging marriage cost and the severe marriage market situation lead to
parents assuming more downward economic responsibilities, including purchasing a wedding house,
paying betrothal gifts, and providing continuous support to the offspring's family after marriage[8].
This paper puts forward the following hypothesis:

H2: The perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation reduces the subjective
well-being of elderly people by increasing the transfer payments of the parent generation and
reducing the support expenses for the elderly from the offspring.

3.3. Emotional support effect

Existing research has shown that intergenerational support not only has the utilitarian nature of
resource exchange but also has an emotional nature with family affection and altruism as the core.
Intergenerational emotional support is an important guarantee for the mental health of elderly
people. The role exit theory holds that old age is a process of withdrawing from social roles,
interpersonal relationships, and value systems in middle age, and is manifested as less participation
in social activities at the social level. The social interaction goals of the elderly shift to emotional
regulation and a limited perception of future time, and they will autonomously narrow their social
network invest more in intimate relationships and obtain higher happiness and satisfaction from
them. However, the increasingly severe marriage market makes children pay more attention to their
own marriage problems and life pressures, and they tend to ignore their parents emotionally, and
even neglect daily interactions and concerns[9]. The reduction of emotional support perceived by
parents will intensify their sense of loneliness and psychological imbalance, further having a
negative impact on their subjective well-being. This paper puts forward the following hypothesis:
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H3: The perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation reduces the subjective
well-being of elderly people by reducing the emotional support from the offspring to the parent
generation.

3.4. Social participation effect

First of all, according to the role exit theory, in the context of universal marriage culture, the social
participation pattern of parents will change significantly. Secondly, according to the social
comparison theory, the rural social network has the characteristics of a relatively small information
circulation range and high communication efficiency, which largely strengthens the comparative
psychology of elderly people. In such a social network, the marital status of children naturally
becomes a key focus for elderly people to compare with each other. Some parents whose children
are unmarried at an older age may have the idea that their children's marriages are not as good as
others due to the discussions about their children's marriage topics by others when they participate in
community collective activities or family gatherings, causing elderly people to perceive themselves
as being in a "disadvantaged position" in the comparison and forming a sense of psychological loss
and perception of discrimination[10][11]. Yang Yongjiao[12]pointed out that social participation can
meet individuals' entertainment and social needs, thus having a positive impact on subjective well-
being. This paper puts forward the following hypothesis:

H4: The perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation reduces the subjective
well-being of elderly people by reducing their willingness to participate in social activities.

4. Empirical research

4.1. Model setting

This paper selects multiple linear regression as the main model. The regression models of the three
specific dimensions and the comprehensive dimension without control variables are as follows:

(1)

4.1.1. Explained variable

In this study, the explained variable, "the subjective well-being of elderly people", is measured by a
Likert scale scored from 1 to 5. Among them, a score of 1 represents "extremely unhappy", and the
respondents may continuously feel unhappy, pessimistic, and lack a sense of satisfaction with life; a
score of 5 represents "extremely happy", and the respondents' lives are full of happiness and a sense
of satisfaction, often feel happy and excited, and are very satisfied with all aspects of their lives.

4.1.2. Explanatory variable

In this study, the entropy weight method, an objective weighting technique, is used to calculate the
weight values of competition in the marriage market, social public opinion pressure,
intergenerational responsibility awareness, as well as the weight value after integrating all
dimensions respectively. The formula is as follows:

Y = β0 + Xiβi1 + ε, i =

⎧⎪⎨⎪⎩ 1.Dimension of competition in the marriage marke
2.Dimension of social public opinion pressure

3.Dimension of intergenerational responsibility awareness
4.Perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation
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(2)

max(xi) and min(xi) respectively represent the maximum and minimum values of the variable. 

(3)

(4)

  is the sum of the standardized values of all n data points of this indicator, and    is the
information entropy of the j-th indicator.   is the difference coefficient of the j-th indicator, m is the
total number of indicators,    is the weight of the j-th indicator, and    is the comprehensive
score of the i-th data point. The following formulas are obtained.

(5)

(6)

(7)

Xij =
⎧⎪⎨⎪⎩ xij−min(xi)

max(xi)−min(xi)
,  xij

min(xi)−xij

max(xi)−min(xi)
,  xij

yij =
xij

∑n
i=1 xij

Eij = − 1
ln(n)

∑n
i=1 yijln(yij)

∑n
i,j=1 yij Ej

dj

Wj Scorei

dj = 1 − Ej

Wj =
dj

∑
m
k−1 dk

Scorei = ∑m
j=1 xijWj
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Table 1: Index construction and weights

First-level Indicator
First-level
Indicator
Number

Weight by Entropy
Weight Method Second-level Indicator Second-level

Indicator Number
Weight by Entropy

Weight Method

Competition in the
Marriage Market A1 0.129

Difficulty in Getting Married X1 0.0630

Outflow Phenomenon of Women X2 0.0423

Development Level of the Village X3 0.0237

Social Public Opinion
Pressure A2 0.3856

Willingness to Talk about Marriage Topics X4 0.2592

Worry about the Marital Status of
Children X5 0.0295

Relatives and Friends Feeling Pressure
about the Marital Status of Children X6 0.0295

Feeling Embarrassed Due to Whether
Children Get Married or Not X7 0.0305

The Marriage Rate and Fertility Rate Are
Declining X8 0.0369

Intergenerational
Responsibility

Awareness
A3 0.4855

Degree of Caring about Whether Children
Get Married or Not X9 0.0439

Saving Money for Children's Weddings X10 0.2871

Bearing Higher Marriage Costs X11 0.0389

Taking the Initiative to Lower Family
Status X12 0.0341

Providing Economic Support X13 0.0367

Having the Obligation to Take Care of
Grandchildren X14 0.0447

4.1.3. Control variables

In this study, the control variables include the personal characteristics of the respondents (age,
gender, educational level, marital status, health status, whether they participate in medical insurance,
monthly income level) and family characteristics (annual family income, family assets, the number
of children and grandchildren, the distance from the city center, the highest educational level among
family members).
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Table 2: Descriptive statistics

riable
Category Variable Name Variable Definition and Assignment Me

an

Standard
Deviatio

n

Minimu
m Value

Maximu
m Value

Dependent
Variable

Subjective Well-being of
Middle-aged and Elderly

People

1 = Very Unhappy, 2 = Relatively Unhappy, 3 = Moderately Happy, 4 =
Relatively Happy, 5 = Very Happy

2.2
9 0.78 1 5

Explanator
y Variables

Marriage Market
Competition Processed by entropy weight method 0.5

6 1.78 0.00001 1

Sense of Intergenerational
Responsibility Processed by entropy weight method 0.6

2 1.36 0.00001 1

Social Public Opinion
Pressure Processed by entropy weight method 0.5

7 1.94 0.00001 1

Perception of Offspring's
Marriage Squeeze Processed by entropy weight method 0.5

8 1.72 0.00001 1

Personal
Characteris

tics
Age 1 = 30 - 40 years old, 2 = 40 - 50 years old, 3 = 50 - 60 years old, 4 =

Over 60 years old
3.5
8 0.73 1 4

Gender 1 = Male, 0 = Female 0.5
4 0.46 0 1

Educational Attainment
1 = Primary school and below, 2 = Junior high school graduate, 3 =

Senior high school graduate, 4 = Junior college/university graduate, 5 =
Master's degree and above

1.6
7 3.68 1 5

Marital Status 1 = Married, 2 = Divorced, 3 = Widowed, 4 = Never Married 1.4
5 0.55 1 3

Health Status 1 = Very Unhealthy, 2 = Relatively Unhealthy, 3 = Moderately Healthy, 4
= Relatively Healthy, 5 = Very Healthy

3.3
2 1.45 1 3

Medical Insurance 1 = Yes, 0 = No 0.8
9 0.63 0 1

Monthly Income 1 = Less than 1000 yuan, 2 = 1001 - 3000 yuan, 3 = 3001 - 5000 yuan, 4
= 5001 - 7000 yuan, 5 = Over 7000 yuan

2.5
5 0.99 1 4

Family
Characteris

tics
Annual Family Income 1 = 10,000 yuan and below, 2 = 10,000 - 50,000 yuan, 3 = 50,000 yuan

and above
1.4
7 0.70 1 3

Family Assets 1 = 50,000 yuan and below, 2 = 50,000 - 200,000 yuan, 3 = 200,000 yuan
and above

1.5
3 0.78 1 3

Number of Children Specific value 1.6 1.23 0 7

Number of Grandchildren Specific value 2.9 1.17 0 10

Distance from City
Center 1 = 30 km and below, 2 = 30 - 50 km, 3 = 50 - 70 km, 4 = Over 70 km 3.1 2.03 1 4

Highest Educational
Attainment of Family

Members

1 = Primary school and below, 2 = Junior high school - senior high
school, 3 = University and above

1.6
0 0.76 1 4

Emotional
Support Emotional Support 1 = Very Uncaring, 2 = Relatively Uncaring, 3 = Moderate, 4 =

Relatively Close, 5 = Very Close
3.0
5 1.72 1 5

Economic
Support

Offspring's Support for
Elderly Care

1 = Below 1000 yuan, 2 = 1000 - 3000 yuan, 3 = 3000 - 5000 yuan, 4 =
5000 - 10000 yuan, 5 = Over 10000 yuan

2.2
2 0.85 1 4

Parental Transfer
Payment

1 = Below 1000 yuan, 2 = 1000 - 3000 yuan, 3 = 3000 - 5000 yuan, 4 =
5000 - 10000 yuan, 5 = Over 10000 yuan

1.8
8 0.93 1 -

Social
Participatio

n
Social Interaction 1 = Yes, 0 = No 0.1

0 0.30 0 1

Frequency of Social
Interaction 1 = Not often, 2 = Almost every week, 3 = Almost every day 1.6

3 0.78 1 3
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4.2. Benchmark analysis

Table 3: Results of the benchmark regression
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)

Subjective Well-Being

Marriage Market Competition -1.481***
(0.122)

-1.305***
(0.112)

Social Norm Pressure -0.801***
(0.158)

-0.644***
(0.143)

Intergenerational Responsibility Awareness -1.478***
(0.154)

-1.250***
(0.142)

Perceived Marital Pressure on Children -2.451***
(0.172)

 -2.145***
 (0.161)

Control Variables Control Control Control  Control

Constant 3.051***
(0.078)

2.709***
(0.121)

 2.724***
 (0.107)

2.388***
(0.147)

 3.070***
 (0.096)

2.715***
(0.137)

 3.642***
 (0.106)

 3.237***
 (0.137)

R2 0.2535 0.3926  0.0560 0.2376 0.1746  0.3232  0.3175 0.4346

N 437 437 437  437 437 437 437 437 437

The results show that for every one-unit increase in social public opinion pressure, the subjective
well-being of elderly people decreases by 0.801 and 0.644 units respectively. The regression results
of intergenerational responsibility awareness on the subjective well-being of elderly people under
the conditions of no control variables and with control variables. From the results, it can be seen that
for every one-unit increase in social public opinion pressure, the subjective well-being of elderly
people decreases by 1.478 and 1.250 units respectively. Finally, under the conditions of no control
variables and with control variables, for every one-unit increase in the perception of the marriage
squeeze of the younger generation, the subjective well-being of elderly people decreases by 2.451
and 2.145 units respectively. Thus, H1 has proven.

4.3. Robustness check

Table 4: Robustness check results
(1)  (2)  (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)

Marriage Market Competition -1.938***
(0.141)

-1.689***
(0.140)

Social Norm Pressure -1.010***
(0.188)

-0.778***
(0.175)

Intergenerational Responsibility Awareness -1.949***
(0.180)

-0.047***
(0.008)

Perceived Marital Pressure on Children -3.196***
(0.197)

 -2.837***
 (0.200)

Control Variables Control Control Control  Control

C 3.511***
(0.090)

0.383***
(0.166)

0.469***
(0.004)

3.329***
(0.194)

3.545***
(0.113)

3.817***
(0.182)

 4.278***
 (0.182)

 4.513***
 (0.181)

R2 0.303 0.025 0.060 0.200  0.010 0.309  0.376  0.430

N 437 437 437 437  437 437 437   437

This study uses the method of replacing the explained variable to test the validity of the
benchmark regression results. The core explained variable, subjective well-being, is replaced with
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life satisfaction, and the OLS estimation method is used for estimation. It can be observed that the
perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation and its various dimensions have a
significant negative impact on life satisfaction in both models. For the perception of the marriage
squeeze of the younger generation, the regression results are -3.196 and -2.837 under the conditions
of no control variables and with control variables respectively. Generally speaking, after replacing
the proxy variable of the subjective well-being of elderly people, the model is still robust, and the
main conclusions of this paper remain unchanged.

4.4. Heterogeneity analysis

Next, this paper further explores the heterogeneity of the impact of the perception of the marriage
squeeze of the younger generation on the subjective well-being of elderly people with different
characteristics. Heterogeneity tests are respectively conducted on groups with different ages,
genders, incomes, and living patterns.

Table 5: Heterogeneity analysis results (1)

Variable Name
(1)  (2) (3)  (4)

Age < 60  Age > 60 Male  Female

Perceived Marital Pressure on Children -0.8830*** 
(0.298) 

-2.9468***
(0.132)

-1.4799***
(0.209)

-3.2006***
 (0.211)

Control Variables Control  Control Control Control
Adjusted R2 0.342  0.758 0.397 0.694

N 198  239 266  171
Intergroup Difference Ratio 0.000 0.000

This study grouped the age variable to explore the possible differences in the impact of the
perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation on the subjective well-being of elderly
people among different age groups. The perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger
generation has a more significant negative impact on the subjective well-being of elderly people
over 60 years old, with a regression coefficient of -2.9468. Compared with the group of people
under 60 years old (-0.8830), the degree of influence is greater and more intense.

Grouped by gender, this study explored the possible differences in the impact of the perception of
the marriage squeeze of the younger generation on the subjective well-being of elderly people
among different genders. The regression results show that the perception of the marriage squeeze of
the younger generation has a more intense impact on the subjective well-being of female elderly
people, with a regression coefficient of -3.2006, which is much higher than -1.4799 for male elderly
people. This finding reveals the differences in the impact of the perception of the marriage squeeze
of the younger generation on subjective well-being among different genders. Women's roles in the
family often focus more on maintaining emotions and family relationships.
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Table 6: Heterogeneity analysis results (2)

Variable Name
(1)  (2) (3)  (4)

Living with children Not  Living with children Income<1000  Income>1000

Perceived Marital Pressure on Children -1.4621*** 
(0.213) 

-2.9216***
(0.207)

-2.8936***
(0.132)

 -0.8846***
 (0.311)

Control Variables Control  Control Control  Control
Adjusted R2 0.383  0.673 0.762  0.322

N 267  170 233  204
Intergroup Difference Ratio 0.000 0.000

The overall sample was divided into two groups according to the living pattern: living with
children and not living with children. The multiple regression results of those living with children
and those not living with children. The results show that for elderly people living with their children.
This indicates that for elderly people, the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger
generation has a stronger impact on the subjective well-being of those not living with their children
compared to those living with their children.

This study refers to the approach of Xue Xindong et al. (2017) which divides the overall sample
into two groups based on whether the income is greater than 1000 yuan and conducts multiple
regressions for each group respectively. The regression results in columns (3) and (4) of Table 5
show that for elderly people with a monthly income of less than 1000 yuan, the negative impact of
the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation on their subjective well-being is
more significant.

4.5. Mediating effect analysis

To further explore the transmission path of the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger
generation on the subjective well-being of the elderly, this study introduces three core dimensions:
economic support, emotional support, and social participation, and uses the mediating effect model
for analysis. The empirical results are shown in the following table.

Table 7: Regression results of mediation effects

(1) (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)

Emotional
Support

Economic Support
Social ParticipationChild Support

Expenses
Parental
Transfers

Perceived Marital Pressure on
Children

-0.858*** -1.327*** 2.232*** -0.237**
*

-1.067**
*

(0.178) (0.171) (0.157) (0.070) (0.176)
Control Variables Control Control Control Control Control

Constant
2.055*** 2.382*** 1.983*** 0.317** 2.259**
(0.151) (0.146) (0.133) (0.060) (0.150)

R2 0.0748 0.1303 0.3251 0.0374 0.0854
N 437 437 437 437 437
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The regression results of the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation on the
transfer payments from the parental generation. When the perception of the marriage squeeze of the
younger generation increases by 1 unit, the transfer payments from the parental generation will
increase by 2.232 units. Thus, H2 is proven.

The regression results of the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation on the
support fees from the offspring. When the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger
generation increases by 1 unit, the support fees from the offspring will decrease by 1.327 units.
Thus, H3 is proven. The increase in the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger
generation will significantly reduce the support fees from the offspring, thereby significantly
reducing the subjective well-being of parents. Column (1) of Table 9 reports the regression results of
the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation on emotional support. When the
perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation increases by 1 unit, emotional support
will decrease by 0.858 units. Thus, H4 is proven.

The regression results of the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation on
social participation. When the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation
increases by 1 unit, the likelihood of participating in social activities and the frequency of social
participation will decrease by 0.237 and 1.067 units respectively. Thus, H5 is proven.

5. Main conclusions and policy recommendations

5.1. Main conclusions

First, through the benchmark regression, it is found that the perception of the marriage squeeze of
the younger generation indeed has a negative impact on the subjective well-being of elderly people.
Second, through the analysis of the mediating effect, it is found that the perception of the marriage
squeeze of the younger generation reduces the subjective well-being of elderly people through four
paths: increasing transfer payments from the parental generation, reducing support from the
offspring, decreasing social participation, and weakening emotional support. The results of the
further heterogeneity analysis show that the well-being of the elderly elderly people over 60 years
old is more affected by the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation than that of
the younger elderly people under 60 years old. The well-being of female elderly people is more
affected by the perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation than that of male
elderly people. The well-being of elderly people living with their children is less affected by the
perception of the marriage squeeze of the younger generation than that of elderly people not living
with their children.

5.2. Policy recommendations

Our research team puts forward constructive suggestions in three aspects: building rural civilization,
resolving the difficult problem of the younger generation's marriage, and enhancing the well-being
of rural elderly people.

(1) The government should adopt a multi-dimensional governance strategy: First, improve the
legal and regulatory system. By formulating special policies, clearly prohibit bad habits such as
exorbitant betrothal gifts and excessive extravagance at weddings and funerals, providing
institutional guarantees for the transformation of social traditions. Second, strengthen the leading
role of the Party building. Incorporate the transformation of social traditions into the assessment of
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grass-roots Party organizations and play a demonstrative role. Third, establish and improve the
reward and punishment mechanism.

(2)Grass-roots Parties and government organs should give full play to the regulatory and guiding
role of village regulations and folk conventions, and adopt systematic restrictive measures to
promote the work of transforming social traditions. County and township Party committees and
governments should strengthen the guidance on the formulation and revision of village regulations
and folk conventions, focusing on enriching contents such as new ways of handling weddings,
simplified funerals, and filial piety and respect for the elderly, to ensure that they keep pace with the
times and are operable.

(3) The government should take systematic measures from two dimensions of reducing the
economic burden on families and improving the social security system to promote the marriage and
childbearing willingness and marriage security of the young generation. First, implement diversified
economic incentive policies: Establish special childbearing subsidies covering key links such as
prenatal and postnatal check-ups, childbirth expenses, and childcare expenditures. Second, focus on
building a complete childcare support system: Increase financial investment, expand infrastructure
such as inclusive nurseries and kindergartens, and improve the quality of childcare services.
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